
In Plenty, a play by renowned British playwright 
David Hare, the wife of a diplomat is describing the 
plot of the new film by that “Norwegian” director, 
Ingmar Bergman, and she sums it up by saying: 
“There is a woman… who despises her husband…”. 
Bergman is, of course, Swedish. Hare brilliantly 
illustrates his astute observation that not only are 
we limited in our ability to discern deeper layers of 
other cultures, but we cannot even tell them apart.
 
Cinemateque Herzliya is celebrating its tenth 
anniversary. Together with the embassies of 
Denmark, Norway, Finland and Sweden in Israel, we 
present the beauty of Nordic culture—which some 
incorrectly think of as gloomy—and offer the first 
installment of our Exploration of Nordic Cinema. 
The festival’s artistic program includes some 20 
films, representing 66 years of rich and fascinating 
cinema. It is impossible to present the entire 
complexity of Nordic cinema in one installment, but 
we have chosen to screen contemporary work side 
by side with films made throughout the decades.
 
This selection of films from four countries creates 
new and fascinating links among them. The White 
Reindeer and the recent Sami Blood, for example, 

Cinematheque Herzliya, 
the Embassies of Denmark, 
Norway, Finland and 
Sweden present:

November 2018 | Cinematheques
Herzliya, Holon, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Sderot

Guests of Honor

Juuso Laatio and Jukka Vidgren (Finland) -  Directors of Heavy Trip

both depict the Sámi people and present strong 
feminist views; Europa and Valhalla Rising, which are 
both replete with cinematic tricks, pose a stop sign 
before the rise of fascism; Saraband, Antichrist and 
Staying Alive (which has no qualms about ridiculing 
Scenes from a Marriage, the film by the Swedish 
master Bergman) dissect relations between men 
and women using a sharp figurative scalpel and 
analyze their complexity; the gentle A Moment in 
the Reeds and the hair-raising Let the Right One In 
present love stories that cross national boundaries 
and reflect on the possibility of realizing them. We 
could go on and find further such links, but we 
would prefer to hear them from you, our viewers. 

This year, 2018, has been the year of metal music. 
As avid music lovers, we are happy that the 
directors of the wild comedy Heavy Trip will be the 
guests of Nordic Cinema Showcase. They’ll join 
us, make some noise and disturb the neighbors in 
Israel, where the sun shines even in winter.

Yours,

Cinemateque Herzliya and the Embassies of 
Denmak, Norway, Finland and Sweden.
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DENMARK

Europa
(Denmark/Sweden, 1991) 
Thriller
(112 minutes, English and 
German; Hebrew subtitles)
Director: Lars von Trier

Valhalla Rising
(Denmark/Britain, 2009) 
Drama/Nature/Horror
(93 minutes, English; 
Hebrew subtitles)

The Incredible 
Story of the Giant 
Pear
(Denmark, 2018) 
Animation/Family
(80 minutes, English and 
Danish; Hebrew subtitles)

A masterpiece by Lars von Trier (Breaking the Waves, Dancer in 
the Dark) about an American idealist who volunteers to help 
in the rehabilitation efforts in post World War II Germany. 
He finds himself involved in intrigues linked to financial and 
political interest groups. 
The movie was and remains a powerful thriller, which is 
further strengthened by many wonderful visual delights. 
The ongoing dialogue between Europa and Vertigo—
Alfred Hitchcock’s tour de force, which celebrated its 
70th anniversary this year—makes the screening of this 
movie more relevant than ever.
Actors: Barbara Sukowa, Jean-Marc Barr, Ernst-Hugo Järegård

One Eye is a fearless warrior who escapes from captivity and 
embarks on a bloody odyssey together with a young boy who 
had been sentenced to slavery. 
An abstract action movie with very little dialogue, which 
addresses the rise of fascism on a backdrop of wild nature. 
This film by Nicolas Winding Refn (Drive) is influenced by the 
work of Werner Herzog, but its direction style might remind the 
viewer (quite distinctly) of  the unrestrained work of Mel Gibson.
Director: Nicolas Winding Refn
Actors: Mads Mikkelsen, Maarten Stevenson, Alexander Morton
Some scenes in this film are hard to watch.

Solby is a quiet, sleepy town, but that all changes one day when the 
mayor goes missing under strange circumstances. One evening, 
Mitcho and Sebastian find a bottle on the beach with a message from 
the mayor: He is on a mysterious island and has made a surprising 
discovery. Besides the note, the bottle has a seed in it, which grows 
overnight into a giant pear. Mitcho and Sebastian climb it with a 
mixture of curiosity and fear, and then embark on an adventurous 
journey to find the mayor and bring him home. 
Directors: Amalie Næsby Fick, Jørgen Lerdam, Philip Einstein Lipski

Nordic extreme

Just Another Love 
Story
(Denmark, 2007)  
Thriller/Romance
(100 minutes, Danish; Hebrew 
subtitles)
Director: Ole Bornedal

Antichrist
(Denmark, 2009) 
Drama/Horror
(108 minutes, English; 
Hebrew subtitles)
Director: Lars von Trier

This film depicts the story of a middle-class man who is erroneously 
identified as the lover of a rich girl who was hit in a traffic accident. 
He decides to exploit the mistaken identity to change his life. 
When this movie was released internationally, many thought 
incorrectly that its American style made it an obvious candidate 
for a remake. However, the anticipated adaptation has not 
materialized, and for good reason: the Scandinavian whimsical 
culture is evident in every part of the film. In addition, the film is 
constructed flawlessly and provides its viewers with a cinematic 
roller coaster experience, starting off like a family drama but 
climaxing as a fast-paced thriller full of surprises.
Actors: Anders W. Berthelsen, Rebecka Hemse, Nikolaj Lie Kaas

He and She are tormented by guilt over their son’s death. 
They withdraw to a cabin in the woods in the hope of finding 
solace, but find themselves in a symbolic battle amid surges of 
femininity and masculinity, rage and absolution. 
The late film critic Roger Ebert started his review of this film 
by looking into its title. The term antichrist does not mean “the 
opposite of Christ,” but actually translate from the original Greek 
as “opposed to Christ.” 
Actors: Willem Dafoe, Charlotte Gainsbourg
The film has some explicit sex scenes, and hard-to-watch scenes 
of violence.

Nordic extreme

Family
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Staying Alive
(Norway, 2015)  
Comedy
(83 minutes, Norwegian; 
Hebrew subtitles)

Kon-Tiki
(Norway, 2012) 
Adventure/History
(118 minutes, English; 
Hebrew subtitles)

Marianne finds out that her boyfriend is cheating on her with 
a younger woman who regularly makes waffles for lunch. With 
the kind and supporting help of her witty best friend, Marianne 
discovers the harsh side effects of snuggling up with a partner, 
and that life alone can be much more fun.
A fun, entertaining chick-flick with the charming star of Happy, 
Happy. Biting witticisms are hurled at Ingmar Bergman’s classic 
Scenes from a Marriage. 
Director: Charlotte Blom
Actors: Agnes Kittelsen, Anders Baasmo Christiansen, Linn 
Skåber

The journey of explorer Thor Heyerdahl, who crossed the Pacific 
Ocean with five other seamen on a rickety raft is given a powerful 
and stirring cinematic adaptation, which was nominated for Best 
Foreign Language Film in the 2013 Oscars. 
Kon-Tiki is the most expensive Norwegian film ever made, and 
it also became its highest grossing. It speaks to audiences of all 
ages, from teens to older viewers who will also enjoy its charm.
Directors: Joachim Rønning, Espen Sandberg
Actors: Pål Sverre Hagen, Anders Baasmo Christiansen, Gustaf 
Skarsgård

Blind
(Norway, 2014)  
Suspense
(96 minutes, Norwegian; 
Hebrew subtitles)

Thelma
(Norway, 2017)  
Drama/Thriller
(116 minutes, Norwegian and 
Swedish; Hebrew and English 
subtitles)
 

Ingrid is a former teacher who became blind early on in life and 
became a writer. She is confined to her new home in Oslo and 
emotionally distant from her husband. She immerses herself in 
a private world where her daily reality mixes in with situations 
from her literary word. 
Eskil Vogt’s film debut as writer and director, after having 
regularly partnered with director Joachim Trier (Thelma; Oslo, 
August 31st) to write his renowned works.
Thelma, their latest collaboration to date, will also be screened 
as part of this festival.
Director: Eskil Vogt
Actors: Ellen Dorrit Petersen, Henrik Rafaelsen, Vera Vitali

Thelma was raised in a religious background, amidst the forests 
and frozen lakes of Norway. She is a student at the University of 
Oslo. One wintery day while studying in the library, she starts 
convulsing in mysterious spasms. We are gradually exposed to 
the fact that the sexual awakening she is experiencing is giving 
her powers that cannot be explained logically, and the usually 
introvert girl is required to control her abilities before it is too 
late. Her parents try to restrain their daughter and obstruct 
her independent spirit, secular thought and sexual desires.
Director: Joachim Trier 
Actors: Eili Harboe, Kaya Wilkins, Henrik Rafaelsen

Premiere
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Heavy Trip
(Finland, 2018)  
Comedy
(92 minutes, Finnish, English 
and Norwegian; Hebrew 
subtitles)

The white 
Reindeer
(Finland, 1952)  
Spiritual/Mythical
(74 minutes, Finnish; 
Hebrew subtitles)

A very funny film which follows the journey to the top of an 
unknown heavy metal band that sports one of the rudest names 
in the history of music. The Finnish band’s road trip to a metal 
festival in Norway includes a merciless rendition of the charming 
French hit Indian Summer, grave robbing, tapping in to the Viking 
experience and a diplomatic incidence that could lead to war 
between Finland and Norway.
Please note that the makers of the film greatly respect heavy 
metal and tried to honor the genre in this film and in no way 
do they mock it here. Some viewers might find the soundtrack 
of the movie a little disturbing. Nevertheless, the festival’s staff 
think it is a great movie (and it also garnered wonderful reviews).
Directors: Juuso Laatio, Jukka Vidgren
Actors: Torstein Bjørklund, Antti Heikkinen, Ville Hilska

The film is dominated by the landscape and rhythms of Lapland 
and it tells the supernatural story of beautiful Pirita. Pirita’s 
estrangement from her reindeer shepherd husband Aslak leads 
her to consult a shaman who reveals her inherited witchcraft. 
At first, Pirita is unwillingly turned into a white reindeer during 
every full moon, but eventually she starts using her destructive 
powers to lure reindeer shepherds into their deaths. Ultimately 
Pirita’s destiny leads her to confront her husband in a setting 
she tried to avoid until the end.
The White Reindeer was the debut feature film of the Finnish 
cinematographer turned director Erik Blomberg. It gained 
immediate recognition and was also the first Finnish film to 
receive prizes at international film festivals – most importantly 
Karlovy Vary 1954, Golden Globe 1956 and Cannes 1953, where 
Jean Cocteau himself was the chairman of the jury.
Director: Erik Blomberg
Actors: Mirjami Kuosmanen, Kalervo Nissilä, Åke Lindman

Premiere

A Moment in the 
Reeds
(Finland, 2017)  
Romance/Drama
(108 minutes, Finnish, English, 
Arabic; Hebrew subtitles)

Hayflower, 
Quiltshoe and the 
Rubens Brothers
(Finland, 2017)  
Family
(90 minutes, Finnish; Hebrew 
subtitles)

Leevi returns to his rural home for the summer. After spending 
time at a lively Parisian university campus, the emptiness of the 
Finnish country side leaves him feeling dispirited. He spends his 
days helping his father renovate their old house, and Tareq, a 
young Syrian refugee, is hired to help. As the moments and days 
pass, a deep connection is forged between the two young men 
and they unite in body and soul. Leevi’s father conservatism will 
put the new relationship to a test. 
A beautiful independent film made with a very small budget, 
which reveals the splendid Finnish landscape and boasts the 
courageous devotion of the actors to their challenging roles.
Director: Mikko Mäkelä
Actors: Janne Puustinen, Boodi Kabbani, Mika Melender

It’s summertime and the Kattilakoski family goes on vacation. 
The local village police are delighted that the noisy family is 
away, as the family’s children usually keep them very busy. 
However, while the police officers are delighted to learn that 
they got a vacation in the country for free, they soon find out 
that the noisy Kattilakoskis are their holiday neighbors. This 
starts a comedy of errors that children and their parents will 
enjoy.
Director: Anna Dahlman
Actors: Aku Hirviniemi, Pekka Strang, Pirjo Heikkilä

Family
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Saraband
(Sweden, 2003)  
Drama
(107 minutes, Swedish; 
Hebrew subtitles)
Director: Ingmar Bergman

Let the Right one In  
(Sweden, 2008)  
Poetic/Horror
(115 minutes, Swedish; 
Hebrew subtitles)

Thirty years have passed since Marianne and Johan divorced. 
They both live full and satisfying lives, but their past won’t loosen 
its grip on them. Shortly before their 80th birthdays they meet 
again and are overrun by feelings of love and resentment. They 
are not sure that they can spend time together in harmony, not 
even for one night. Saraband is the sequel to the classic Scenes 
from a Marriage, but also a superb stand-alone film.
Actors: Liv Ullmann, Erland Josephson

It seems only natural that a deep friendship develops between 
two outsider children in a small Stockholm suburb, dark-haired 
Eli and gentle Oskar. But she is a 200-year-old vampire who was 
condemned to a life of eternity too early, and is in search of the 
boy who will take on the man’s job of protecting her for many 
years. Without knowing or realizing, the relationship takes Oskar 
through a harsh rite of passage that will teach him to stand up 
for himself and his future partner.
A masterpiece directed by Tomas Alfredson (Tinker Tailor Soldier 
Spy).
Director: Tomas Alfredson
Actors: Kåre Hedebrant, Lina Leandersson, Per Ragnar

Nordic extreme

Sami Blood 
(Sweden, 2016)  
Period Drama
(110 minutes, Swedish and 
Saami; Hebrew subtitles)

Call Girl
(Sweden, 2012)  
Thriller
(140 minutes, Swedish and 
English; Hebrew subtitles)

Tsatsiki, Dad and 
the olive war
(Sweden, 2015)  
Family
(95 minutes, Swedish; 
Hebrew subtitles)

Lapland in the 1930s. Elle-Marja is a young girl from the 
nomadic Sámi people of Northern Scandinavia. In an era of 
rapid cultural, social and economic change in Sweden, Elle 
Marja is sent to a rural boarding school in order to adjust to 
the language and social norms of ‘modern’ Sweden. The story 
follows Elle-Marja growing up while struggling with the deep 
racism and discrimination towards Sami people in early 20th 
century Sweden. A wonderful and thought-provoking film that 
will captivate a broad audience. Relevant as ever to the subject 
of indigenous peoples’ rights and women’s rights.
Director: Amanda Kernell
Actors: Lene Cecilia Sparrok, Mia Erika Sparrok, Maj-Doris Rimpi

Sweden, the 1970s. It is the era of sexual revolution, fear 
of nuclear war and at the height of the women’s liberation 
movement. A young girl from a low class of society is taken on 
to work as a ‘Call Girl’ and becomes a commodity to be used by 
the most powerful men and women of Sweden. A spectacular 
thriller made in the spirit of political films that characterized 
the 1970s’ American movie industry. Greatly supported by the 
spectacular acting, direction, design and filmography.
Director: Mikael Marcimain
Actors: Sofia Karemyr, Simon J. Berger, Josefin Asplund

Tsatsiki’s father is forced to sell his olive grove to a corporation 
whose greedy owner wants to uproot all the trees. Tsatsiki and his 
friends will not give up easily and are determined to come up with 
a plan to stop the sale.
Director: Lisa James Larsson
Actors: Hans Olav Brenner, Emrik Ekholm, Adam Gutniak

Family

Premiere

SwEDEN

November 2018



N    rdic
SPECIAL EVENTS

The House That Jack Built 
(Denmark, France, Germany, Sweden, 2018) Horror
(155 minutes, English, Hebrew subtitles)

Army of Lovers in the Holy Land
(Israel, 2018) Documentary
(62 minutes, Hebrew, English, Swedish;  
Hebrew subtitles)

Director: Asaf Galay
Producer: Naama Pyritz

The story follows Jack, a highly intelligent serial killer, over the course 
of twelve years, and depicts the murders that really develop his 
inner madman.

Director: Lars von Trier
Actors: Matt Dillon, Bruno Ganz, Uma Thurman

Some scenes in this film are hard to watch.

Army of Lovers is a Swedish pop-dance band that has enjoyed 
a string of European hits in the 1990s, hits that are based on 
kitsch lyrics, high camp videos, and a libertine philosophy.
This documentary film takes a fun and revealing look at 
one of Europe’s most outrageous acts, the band’s enduring 
popularity in Israel, and the vocalist’s surprising decision to 
move to Israel, a decision that brings about their first-ever 
concert in the Holy Land.

Jean-Pierre Barda and Dominika Peczynski are the guests of 
honor of Nordic Cinema Showcase.

Nordic extremeExclusive national premiere at Cinematheque Herzliya

CLoSING EVENT
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SPECIAL THANKS

Ambassador Charlotte Slente, Embassy of Denmark.

Mia Levy, Cultural Affairs and Public Diplomacy, Embassy of Denmark in Tel Aviv.

Ambassador Anu Saarela, Embassy of Finland in Tel Aviv.

Susanne Millner, Special Advisor for Culture and Public Diplomacy, Embassy of Finland in Tel Aviv.

Andrea Tanzi-Albi, Political trainee, Embassy of Finland in Tel Aviv.

Jenni Domingo, International Promotion Coordinator, The Finnish Film Foundation.

Ambassador Jon Hanssen-Bauer, Embassy of Norway in Tel Aviv.

Hilde Berg-Hansen, First Secretary, Embassy of Norway in Tel Aviv.

Elnor Gasanov,  former Second Secretary, Embassy of Norway in Tel Aviv.

Ambassador Magnus Hellgren, Embassy of Sweden in Tel Aviv.

Kristoffer Eliasson, Head of Cultural Affairs, Embassy of Sweden in Tel Aviv.

Anette Shary, Cultural Officer, Embassy of Sweden in Tel Aviv.

Sofia Wennberg, intern, Embassy of Sweden in Tel Aviv.

צילום: נעמה פיריץ
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Tel Aviv 
Cinematheque

Jerusalem 
Cinematheque

Holon 
Cinematheque

Sderot 
Cinematheque

Herzliya 
Cinematheque

                Denmark

Europa 17-Nov 21:00 TBA TBA 28.11 20:00 7-Nov 19:00 2-Nov 21:30

Antichrist 11-Nov 21:00 TBA TBA 12-Dec 21:00

 Just another love
story

5-Nov 19:00 TBA TBA 15.11 20:30 3-Nov 20:30

The giant pear 29.11 17:00 10-Nov 11:00

Valhalla rising 6-Nov 21:00 TBA TBA 26-Dec 21:00

                Norway

Thelma 9-Nov 22:00 3-Nov 17:00 9-Nov 21:30

6-Nov 21:00

Staying alive 6-Nov 19:00 9-Nov 14:00 24.11 21:00 15-Nov 19:00 6-Nov 18:00

1-Dec 20:30

Blind 12-Nov 18:00 5-Nov 21:00 5-Nov 19:00

Kon-Tiki 7-Nov 18:00 6-Nov 18:30 27.11 20:30 10-Nov 18:00

                Finland

Heavy trip 5-Nov 21:00 7-Nov 21:00 5-Nov 19:00 6-Nov 20:30

The white reindeer 10-Nov 15:00 13-Nov 21:00 12.11 18:00 7-Nov 19:30

12-Dec 19:00

 A moment in the
reeds

13-Nov 21:00 12-Nov 21:00 7-Nov 21:00

Hayflower, Quilt-
 shoe and the
Rubens Brothers

4-Dec 17:00 3-Nov 11:00

                Sweden

Sarabande 7-Nov 19:00 TBA TBA 3-Nov 18:00

Sami blood 6-Nov 21:00 TBA TBA 10.11 21:00 11-Nov 19:00 1-Nov 20:30

1-Nov 21:00

Call girl 8-Nov 20:30 TBA TBA 16-Nov 21:00

Let the right one in TBA TBA 22.11 20:30 8-Nov 20:30

 Tsatsiki, Dad and
the Olive War

10-Nov 11:00 8-Dec 11:00

Special events

 The house that
Jack built

5-Nov 21:00

 Army of lovers in
the holy land

10-Nov 20:30


